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Ketika satu pertiga dunia berdepan sekatan pergerakan sebagai 
usaha mengekang penularan wabak COVID-19, aktiviti dan operasi 
perindustrian, perkilangan, pengangkutan dan pembangunan turut 
berkurangan secara drastik, sekali gus menjadi hikmah kepada 
proses pemuliharaan alam sekitar. Malaysia tidak terkecuali dan 
sepanjang PKP Fasa 1 dan 2 (18 Mac hingga 14 April 2020), hampir 
semua premis kerajaan dan swasta diarah menghentikan operasi 
kecuali perkhidmatan penting seperti pasar dan pasar raya.

Sepanjang tempoh tersebut, pelbagai berita berkaitan impak PKP 
terhadap pelestarian alam sekitar dilaporkan pelbagai media, baik 
di dalam mahupun luar negara. Ia menjadi antara subjek utama 
yang mendapat perhatian serta liputan luas di seluruh dunia, serta 
dibicarakan menerusi pelbagai platform, termasuk media cetak, 
media elektronik dan media sosial. Di Malaysia sahaja, liputan serta 
paparan berita berkaitan direkodkan paling tinggi ketika PKP Fasa 
3, bermula 15 April hingga 28 April 2020.

Berdasarkan perkongsian pelbagai foto dan video sepanjang PKP, 
masyarakat seluruh dunia melihat fenomena sama berlaku hampir 
di semua lokasi, iaitu peningkatan kualiti alam sekitar sebagai impak 
sekatan pergerakan yang mengurangkan aktiviti sosioekonomi 
lapan bilion manusia penghuni bumi. Ini terbukti apabila kualiti 
udara di beberapa bandar utama, antaranya Beijing, Shanghai, 
Hong Kong, New Delhi dan Jakarta mencatatkan perubahan positif, 
kesan pengurangan drastik pelbagai aktiviti penduduknya, terutama 
berkaitan industri.

Hal sama turut dialami hampir semua negara yang melaporkan 
keadaan sungai dan perairannya yang semakin bersih, malah di 
sesetengah tempat, airnya bertukar jernih sehingga membolehkan 
hidupan marinnya dilihat. Pelbagai perkongsian di media sosial 
turut memperlihatkan beberapa fenomena luar biasa, antaranya 
itik, angsa dan ikan lumba-lumba yang dirakam berenang bebas 
di terusan serta pelabuhan Venice, selepas bertahun-tahun ia tidak 
dilihat.

As one-third of the world faces movement restrictions in the 
effort to curb the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic; industrial, 
manufacturing, transportation as well as development activities and 
operations are also drastically reduced, thus becoming a blessing to 
environmental conservation.  Malaysia is of no exception as almost 
all government and private premises were ordered to stop operation 
except for essential services such as wet markets and supermarkets, 
during Phase 1 and 2 of the MCO (March 18 to April 14, 2020).

Throughout the period, various pieces of news related to the impact 
of MCO implementation towards the environmental sustainability 
were reported through both local and international media. It has 
become among the main subjects that drew the attention and 
wide coverage worldwide as well as discussed via various platforms, 
including the printed media, electronic media and social media. In 
Malaysia alone, the  news coverage and reports related to this issue 
were recorded to be the highest during MCO Phase 3, starting April 
15 - 28, 2020).

Based on the numerous photos and videos shared during the MCO, 
the people all over the world have witnessed a similar phenomenon 
in almost all locations, which is the increased environmental quality 
as an impact from the movement restriction that had reduced the 
socioeconomic activities of eight billion human population on earth. 
This is evident when the air quality in several main cities, including 
Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, New Delhi and Jakarta recorded 
positive changes, as a result of the drastically reduced activities of 
their residents,  especially those related to industries.

The same things happened in almost all countries where it was 
reported that their rivers and waters are cleaner, and even in some 
places, the water turned clearer and the marine life became visible 
to the naked eye. Social media users shared numerous photos of 
unusual phenomena, including ducks, geese and dolphins recorded 
swimming freely in canals as well as the port of Venice, after many 
years of not being visible.
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Keratan akhbar New Sunday Times, 19 April 2020.
New Sunday Times newspaper clipping, April 19, 2020.
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Keratan akhbar New Sunday Times, 19 April 2020.
New Sunday Times newspaper clipping, April 19, 2020.
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Keratan akhbar Berita Harian, 27 April 2020.
Berita Harian newspaper clipping, April 27, 2020.
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Keratan akhbar The Star, 27 April 2020.
The Star newspaper clippings, April 27, 2020.
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Keratan akhbar The Star, 27 April 2020.
The Star newspaper clippings,April 27, 2020.
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Keratan akhbar The Star, 27 April 2020.
The Star newspaper clipping, April 27, 2020.
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Rajah 3.1 	 Perbandingan berita berkaitan pelestarian sungai/alam sekitar di dalam dan luar negara sebelum PKP Fasa 1
	 sehingga pelaksanaan PKPB.
Figure 3.1 	 Comparison of news related to river/environmental sustainability locally and internationally before Phase 1 MCO
	 until the implementation of CMCO.

Rajah 3.2 	 Statistik berita berkaitan pelestarian sungai/alam sekitar di dalam dan luar negara berdasarkan tarikh (19 Februari hingga 1 Jun 2020).
Figure 3.2 	 News Statistics related to river/environmental sustainability  locally and internationally by date (February 19 to June 1, 2020)

Statistik Berita Berdasarkan Fasa
News Statistics By Phase

Statistik Berita Berdasarkan Tarikh (19 Februari hingga 1 Jun 2020)
News Statistics By Date (February 19 to June 1, 2020)
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Satelit pemantauan pencemaran NASA dan European Space Agency (ESA) telah mengesan penurunan ketara nitrogen dioksida (NO2)
di China sepanjang tempoh sebelum dan semasa PKP. (SUMBER: NASA)

NASA pollution monitoring satellites and  European Space Agency (ESA) detected a significant decrease of nitrogen dioxide (NO2)
in China before and during MCO (SOURCE: NASA)
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Pemandangan India Gate War Memorial di New Delhi, India ketika dirakam pada 17 Oktober 2019 (kiri)
dan 8 April 2020 (kanan). (SUMBER: Insider)

 The view of India Gate War Memorial in New Delhi, India captured on October 17, 2019 (left)
and April 8, 2020 (right). (SOURCE: Insider)

Pemandangan di Jakarta, Indonesia pada 4 Julai 2019 (kiri) dan 16 April 2020 (kanan). (SUMBER: Insider)
The view of Jakarta, Indonesia on July 4, 2019 (left) and April 16, 2020 (right) (SOURCE: Insider)
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Pemandangan New Delhi dari Sungai Yamuna pada 21 Mac 2018 (kiri) dan 8 April 2020 (kanan) selepas seluruh negara
dikenakan perintah kawalan pergerakan selama 21 hari. (SUMBER: Insider).

 The view of New Delhi from Yamuna River on March 21, 2018 (left) and April 8, 2020 (right) after the movement control order
was implemented nationwide for 21 days (SOURCE: Insider).

Terusan Venice yang bersih tanpa trafik bot (kiri) dan pemandangan deretan gondola di permukaan airnya yang jernih seperti dirakam pada awal 
Mac 2020. (SUMBER: Insider dan NBC News)

A clean Venetian canal without boat traffic (left) and a view of a row of gondolas on the canal’s clear water surface as captured in early March 2020. 
(SOURCES: Insider and NBC News)
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Perkongsian foto di media sosial yang memperlihatkan kehadiran angsa dan ikan lumba-lumba di terusan serta pelabuhan Venice, Itali.
(SUMBER: New York Post dan HITZ)

Photos of geese and dolphins swimming in canals and port in Venice, Italy, as shared on the social media.
(SOURCE: New York Post and HITZ)
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Sementara itu di Malaysia, perkongsian penduduk menerusi 
pelbagai media menunjukkan keadaan air di beberapa sungai utama, 
antaranya Sungai Klang, Sungai Gombak, Sungai Way dan Sungai 
Kemunsing berubah lebih bersih dan jernih, berbanding keadaan 
sebelumnya yang sering kotor berikutan menjadi tumpuan aliran 
sampah sarap dari kawasan kediaman, komersial dan industri. Di 
Sungai Klang khususnya, ia terbukti apabila statistik perbandingan 
purata kutipan sampahnya pada 2020 direkodkan menurun lebih 
50% berbanding tahun 2017, 2018 dan 2019.

Di lokasi tertentu seperti Sungai Kemunsing, penduduk sekitarnya 
melaporkan peningkatan jumlah burung dan ikan, kesan air 
sungai yang berubah jernih ketika PKP, sekali gus membuktikan 
bagaimana pengurangan aktiviti manusia membantu memulihara 
dan memelihara alam sekitar.

Hasil pemantauan, fenomena sama turut dikesan berlaku pada 
kebanyakan sungai lain seluruh negara, antaranya Sungai Linggi, 
Sungai Muar, Sungai Johor, Sungai Pahang, Sungai Kuantan, 
Sungai Besut, Sungai Kelantan, Sungai Batang Sadong, dan Sungai 
Anak Tasik. Demikian juga warna air laut di pantai pelancongan 
Batu Ferringhi, Pulau Pinang yang dilihat semakin jernih.

Walau bagaimanapun, tidak semua sungai mengalami kesan serupa. 
Ini berikutan hasil pemantauan mendapati tiada perubahan dialami 
Terusan Mada, selain Sungai Perak, Sungai Langat, Sungai Kesang, 
Sungai Paka dan Sungai Tuaran. Ini antara lain disebabkan faktor 
tertentu, antaranya cuaca, efluen loji rawatan air industri dan tangki 
septik, air basuhan serta hakisan, dan aliran sampah ke sungai.

Meanwhile in Malaysia, countless Shares of its residents via various 
media platforms showed the water condition of several main rivers, 
including Sungai Klang, Sungai Gombak, Sungai Way and Sungai 
Kemunsing that have turned cleaner and clearer compared to the 
condition before, that were often dirty due to the rivers being the 
centers of garbage flow from residential, commercial and industrial 
areas. In Sungai Klang specifically, this has been proven statistically 
as the average garbage collection in 2020 recorded more than 50% 
reduction compared to 2017, 2018 and 2019.

In other locations such as Sungai Kemunsing, residents in the 
area reported the increased number of birds and fishes, due to 
the cleaner river during the MCO, simultaneously proving the 
fact that reduced human activities help preserve and conserve the 
environment.

Upon observations, the same phenomenon was also discovered 
for many other rivers nationwide, including Sungai Linggi, Sungai 
Muar, Sungai Johor, Sungai Pahang, Sungai Kuantan, Sungai Besut, 
Sungai Kelantan, Sungai Batang Sadong and Sungai Anak Tasik. 
Similarly, the colour of the seawater at the tourist beach of Batu 
Ferringhi, Penang was also observed to be clearer.

However, not all rivers received the same impact. This is following 
the monitoring outcome which found no change for Terusan Mada, 
as well as Sungai Perak, Sungai Langat, Sungai Kesang, Sungai Paka 
and Sungai Tuaran. This is due to certain factors including weather, 
effluents from the industrial water treatment plants and septic 
tanks, washing waters and erosion, and garbage flowing into rivers.

Air di Pantai Batu Ferringhi kelihatan lebih bersih dan jernih kesan efluen terawat sepenuhnya dari loji rawatan kumbahan IWK. 
SUMBER: Sinar Harian)

The water of Batu Ferringhi Beach looks cleaner and clearer as the result of fully treated effluent from IWK sewage treatment plant
(SOURCE: Sinar Harian)
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Sungai Melaka yang kelihatan lebih bersih dibandingkan keadaannya sebelum penguatkuasaan PKP. (SUMBER: The Star Online)
Sungai Melaka looks cleaner compared to its condition before MCO implementation (SOURCE: The Star Online)

Foto yang dirakam pada 4 April 2020 menunjukkan Sungai Way yang 
kebiasaannya kotor telah berubah bersih. (SUMBER: The Star Online) 
Photo captured on April 4, 2020 showing that Sungai Way which was 
typically filthy now becoming much cleaner (SOURCE: The Star Online)

Air Sungai Gombak yang kelihatan lebih bersih seperti dirakam pada 
2 April 2020 berbanding keadaannya sebelum penguatkuasaan PKP. 
(SUMBER: The Star Online)
Sungai Gombak water looks cleaner as captured on April 2, 2020 
compared to its previous condition before the implementation of MCO 
(SOURCE: The Star Online)
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Log boom Sungai Gombak yang dipenuhi sampah pada waktu biasa. 
(SUMBER: The Star Online) 
A typical sight of garbage-congested Sungai Gombak’s log boom 
(SOURCE: The Star Online)

Foto dirakam pada 4 April 2020 menunjukkan log boom Sungai 
Gombak yang bebas sampah. (SUMBER: The Star Online) 
A photo captured on April 4, 2020 showing Sungai Gombak’s log boom 
that is now free from garbage (SOURCE: The Star Online)

Hakikatnya, sekatan pergerakan yang mengehadkan aktiviti  
ekonomi sepanjang PKP telah memperlihatkan kepada umum 
bagaimana alam sekitar boleh kembali pulih. Biarpun ramai 
berpandangan bahawa ia tidak mungkin bertahan, namun fenomena 
itu sekurang-kurangnya berkesan sebagai peringatan bahawa kita 
perlu bertanggungjawab terhadap semua kerosakan alam sekitar 
yang berlaku akibat perbuatan manusia, dan pengajarannya ialah 
ia boleh dipulihkan menerusi sikap dan amalan positif seperti 
dipraktikkan sepanjang PKP. Hanya dengan kesedaran itu maka 
ekosistem boleh terpelihara, sekali gus menjamin kelestarian alam 
sekitar untuk kesinambungan generasi akan datang. 

In fact, the movement restrictions that have limited the economic 
activities during the MCO have shown to the public how the 
environment can be revived. Although some take the view that 
this may be short-lived, at least this phenomenon is effective as a 
reminder that we need to be responsible towards the environmental 
damages caused by humans, and the lesson we learn is that it can 
be restored through positive attitude and practices adopted during 
the MCO. It is only with this awareness that the ecosystem can be 
preserved, thereby guaranteeing the environmental sustainability 
for the continuity of future generations.
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Keratan akhbar Berita Harian Online pada 27 April 2020.
Berita Harian Online newspaper clipping on April 27, 2020.
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Senarai tajuk berita berkaitan pelestarian alam sekitar dan sungai dari dalam dan luar negara
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18/3/2020 Coronavirus shutdowns have unintended climate 
benefits: cleaner air, clearer water
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Hydro-environment Engineering and Adaptation to Climate Change
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impact on water systems?

11/4/2020 Groundwater Contamination Due To Burial Of Covid-19 
Dead Bodies

24/4/2020 Coronavirus lockdown | Air, water quality improves 
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17/3/2020 Venice’s canal water looks clearer as coronavirus keeps 
visitor away
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29/3/2020 Monitoring spread of coronavirus through waste water

9/4/2020 Climate crisis: in coronavirus lockdown, nature bounces 
back-but for how long?

16/4/2020 China’s air and water quality significantly improved 
during coronavirus pandemic lockdowns

24/4/2020 Flushing is our next weapon against COVID-19, if you’re 
happy to have sewage scrutinised

5/3/2020 Coronavirus And The Water Cycle - Here Is What 
Treatment Professionals Need To Know

28/4/2020 Bumi kian pulih, kebocoran lapisan ozon kembali tertutup

7/4/2020 Communities living near waterways report
clearer waters since MCO in place
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24/4/2020 Thanks to MCO, Sungai Melaka is green and clean

N/A Visual Story: In Pasir Gudang, the dirtiest river is also Malaysia’s 
most polluted

27/4/2020 Water difference - Clean break for Klang Valley rivers

27/4/2020 Once pitch-black, now jade green

28/4/2020 Hikmah PKP Terhadap Alam Sekitar - Tiada Lagi Air Sungai 
‘Teh Tarik’ Dan Pencemaran Udara, Bersihnya!

22/4/2020 Blue skies, less waste:
COVID -19 and the MCO effects on the environment

25/4/2020 Photos show impact of temporary air pollution drops 
across the world from coronavirus lockdown

29/4/2020 COVID-19 lockdown: A ventilator for rivers
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N/A Sewage could hold the key to stopping new coronavirus 
outbreaks 

N/A Venice’s Waters Are So Clear Amidst The COVID-19 Lockdown 
That The Dolphins Have Returned!
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